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This series of fact sheets summarises current knowledge on organisms which are known or potential 
pathogens, and which may have the possibility of a waterborne route of infection. 
 
Synopsis 
Mycobacterium avium is an opportunist human pathogen, which can cause tuberculosis-like 
symptoms, and develop into disseminated disease in the immunocompromised patient.  M. avium can 
be transmitted through inhalation or by ingestion of contaminated water, food, soil or other materials.  
Disease caused by M. avium is uncommon, but rising in developed countries due to disseminated 
disease in patients with advanced AIDS. However, advances in AIDS therapies are beginning to 
reverse this trend.  The organisms are found in a wide range of environments including soil, natural 
water and treated water distribution systems with the numbers present dependant upon chemical and 
physical conditions.  M. avium is removed with varying efficiencies by standard drinking water 
treatment processes and shows resistance to chlorination. 
 
M. avium is not usually recovered in the routine water labaroratory by standard analytical procedures 
due to the slow growth rate, and competition from other organisms.  Specific methods have been 
developed for isolation and enumeration including decontamination methods or the use of selective 
media. 
 
Genera, species and types 
The genus Mycobacterium contains both pathogenic and non-pathogenic organisms, the most well 
known being Mycobacterium tuberculosis which is the causative agent of tuberculosis (TB) in humans.  
Avian tuberculosis was first described in 1890 and the organism responsible found to be a distinct 
species in 1891, which was later named M. avium.  M. avium strains are divisible into a number of 
serotypes by agglutination serology and thin layer chromatography.  More recently molecular methods 
including pulsed field gel electrophoresis (PFGE) and analysis of IS1245 have been employed for the 
typing of M. avium. 
 
Synonyms 
Mycobacterium avium Complex (MAC) is commonly used to describe a number of closely related 
bacteria, these have been grouped according to the similarities in culture characteristics and genetic 
relatedness. The close relationship between M.intracellulare and M. avium led to the introduction of 
the term M. avium-intracellulare (MAI) which arose after debate as to the uniqueness of these 
organisms. The term MAIS (Mycobacterium avium-intracellulare-scrofulaceum) may be seen in clinical 
settings, and refers to Mycobacterium scrofulaceum along with M. avium-intracellulare.  Novel genetic 
techniques are able to distinguish between some or all of these species and clinically the terms are 
often used synonomously. M. avium subspecies paratuberculosis, is different from M. avium and is 
sometimes termed MAP. In this fact sheet the terms M. avium and MAC will be used. 
 
Definition  
M. avium are gram positive short cocco-bacilli, usually about 1 x 0.5µm in size, which may vary 
dependant upon growth conditions. Along with all members of the mycobacteriaceae they are 
characterised by their complex cell envelope containing mycolic acids which gives rise to the acid fast 
staining properties. Cultures of M. avium are differentiated from other slow growing mycobacteria by 
culture characteristics and drug sensitivity patterns. All strains have the ability to hydrolyse Tween 80 
and in vitro are resistant to ciprofloxacin, streptomycin, isoniazid, and rifampicin. Cultures may be non-
pigmented (non-chromogenic) or produce pigment irrespective of the light conditions 
(scotochromogenic). 
 
Cultural characteristics 
Growth covers a broad temperature range with all cultures growing at 25oC the majority at 37oC and 
many grow at 45oC.  The cultures are slow growing, 14-21 days, producing discrete grey, lemon 
yellow or occasionally bright yellow colonies about 1mm in diameter.  M. avium grows well on solid 
media containing egg such as Lowenstein-Jensen media, and in liquid media without egg such as 
Middlebrook 7H9 medium. 
 



 

6Page 2 of 6    

UKWIR Fact Sheet 
 

Mycobacterium avium complex 
 

Fact Sheet No 1: Issue No 1 May 2007 
 
 
Standards and Guidelines. 
Currently there are no national or international standards for Mycobacterium avium complex in drinking 
water. A water borne route has not been recognised and, as a consequence, Mycobacterium avium 
complex is not considered to be a pathogen in terms of the EC Directive For drinking waters.  
 
Detection methods 
M. avium is categorised as a Hazard group 3 organism and must be handled at containment level 3. 
 
M. avium can be detected in sputum, blood and lymph node aspirates by first decontaminating where 
necessary with NaOH and inoculating onto Lowenstein-Jensen slopes supplemented with pyruvate 
and into liquid culture systems e.g. MBBacT system, an automated method of detection using 
modified Middlebrook media, 7H9.  Identification is confirmed by macroscopic or microscopic 
appearance, biochemical analysis, thin layer chromatography or DNA hybridisation and molecular 
DNA methods. 
 
Methods for the detection of MAC in water need to be sensitive and specific, as the target organisms 
will be easily out-competed by faster competitor growth rates.  The standard method likely to be 
adopted includes concentration by membrane filtration followed by disinfection to exclude competitors 
from the growth medium.  Inoculation of rapid automated liquid culture systems such as MBBacT is 
used to enhance the rate of growth. 
 
Health Effects 
Human infections due to MAC include three principal syndromes: In children, inflammation of the 
lymph nodes in the head and neck region (cervical adenitis), primary and secondary lung infections in 
adults and widespread (disseminated) infection in immunocompromised patients e.g., advanced AIDS, 
hairy-cell leukaemia, and inherited immune system deficiencies. 
 
In cervical adenitis the disease usually presents in children of 1-5 years of age and is rarely seen in 
children over 12 years of age. The affected lymph glands are enlarged but usually painless and non-
tender with little variation in size. There is rarely an accompanying illness but patients can experience 
lethargy and loss of appetite. Lung infections in adults can occur in otherwise healthy patients (primary 
MAC infection) or more often patients with an underlying or pre-existing lung disease (secondary 
infection). Patients usually present with infection of either one or both of the mid lung fields, and a 
characteristic pattern of <5mm nodules and bronchiectasis on a chest CT scan. The disease can 
follow spa use and be referred to as “hot tub lung”. Disseminated MAC presents with fever, weight 
loss, malaise and sometimes abdominal pain and diarrhoea. Enlarged liver and spleen or lymph nodes 
may be apparent on physical examination. 
 
M avium subspecies paratuberculosis causes John’s disease, a chronic enteritis in cattle. The 
organism is also suspected of involvement in an inflammatory condition of the bowel in humans 
(Crohn’s Disease), but the evidence is inconclusive. This is covered in a separate factsheet. 
 
Epidemiology 
The oral infectious dose in humans is probably around 107 organisms although it is lower for the 
immunocompromised. Exposure to MAC is common and in healthy populations infection is rare.  
Where infection does occur in otherwise healthy individuals it is almost always localised in areas such 
as lungs or lymph nodes. 
 
In children, organisms of the M. avium complex are amongst the commonest non-tuberculous 
mycobacteria isolated from infected cervical nodes. Reports from south east England in 1995, showed 
that 82% of isolates from infected cervical nodes were MAC and reports from elsewhere in England 
indicate similar frequencies. The number of children presenting with non-tuberculous mycobacterial 
adenitis appears to be increasing although this may be due to an increased awareness of the 
condition by clinicians. Historically, non-tuberculous mycobacterial lung infections appeared in older 
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patients with predisposing lung conditions such as silicosis and pneumoconiosis due to occupational 
long term exposure to dusts. In recent years the number of cases of pulmonary MAC in 
immunocompetent patients has become overwhelmed by the high frequencies of MAC infections in 
AIDS patients. Disseminated MAC infection occurs almost exclusively in the severely 
immunocompromised patient, for example, studies in the USA of HIV positive individuals show that 
20% of patients with a CD4 count of less than 50 mm-3 will develop disseminated MAC each year.  
Disseminated MAC infections are more prevalent in developed countries, but epidemiological studies 
have shown that advanced stage AIDS patients with a lifelong exposure to soil and water appear to 
have a reduced risk of disseminated MAC possibly reflecting a level of acquired immunity, the exact 
reasons remain unclear. 
 
Routes of transmission 
The source of MAC infection appears to be the environment as there is no evidence to date of person 
to person transmission. Despite extensive investigation the precise mode of transmission of MAC 
remains undetermined. Infection is thought to occur from colonisation of the gastrointestinal or 
respiratory tract. This suggests exposure occurs by inhalation or ingestion and there appears to be 
growing evidence to indicate treated and untreated water as a primary source of infection.   
 
Recently a number of US studies have indicated a close relationship between isolates recovered from 
hospital water and clinical isolates from patients in the advanced stages of AIDS. A study in Boston 
and New Hampshire recovered MAC in 17-25 % of distribution samples. Concentrations of MAC 
ranged from 0.2 100cfu/ml.  It is now recognised that Hospital water systems often harbour MAC and 
may be a source of nosocomial infections. Over the past two decades many institutions have lowered 
the temperatures of hot water systems and during this same interval disease due to MAC among 
patients in Northeast USA with and without AIDS has increased 5-10 fold. In home water systems 
retention times are much lower and hot water temperatures are higher so there is less opportunity for 
MAC to become established. 
 
A cross sectional study in Florida suggested that soil exposure was an important risk factor in MAC 
infection (Reed et al, 2006). 
 
In a recent study isolates were recovered from reservoir outlets, inlets to 15 hospitals and hot and cold 
outlets within the hospital and randomly selected homes in the district. Mac was isolated from all the 
samples taken in the hospital, 22% of samples from homes, and 38 % of samples from reservoirs. 
MAC can cause respiratory infection following spa pool and swimming pool use, and as with 
Legionella can survive for prolonged periods in biofilm. 
 
Reservoirs and Environmental occurrence 
M. avium is ubiquitous in the environment. Organisms have been isolated from food, plants, soil, peat, 
house dust, natural waters, drinking water, surface water, groundwater, domestic hot water and 
drinking water, animals, fish and birds including poultry along with other sources.  M. avium will grow 
in water to which no additional nutrients have been added. Water low in dissolved oxygen and high in 
organic matter and zinc supports higher numbers of MAC organisms.  Single strains of M. avium can 
persist as long as 41 months in water distribution systems. M. avium can be isolated in large numbers 
from peat rich forests in Europe, Canada and the United States. 
 
Water treatment  
Water treatment processes, particularly coagulation and sand filtration, appear to reduce numbers of 
MAC organisms. However, removal is likely to be incomplete and re-growth or extended survival and 
accumulation may occur within distribution systems, either within the mains water network, or in the 
water systems of buildings. 
 
Most Mycobacterium species survive challenge by 1mg litre-1 free chlorine. One study of a water 
treatment plant showed that mycobacterial numbers were not reduced by chlorination.  However, 
distribution data suggests that chloramines used as a post treatment disinfectant may select for M. 
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avium. High temperatures can kill off M. avium, although water must be held at 70oC for 5-60 min to 
produce a 90% kill of rate. In another study 600C for 4 min was found to give a 90% reduction in MAC 
 
Assessment of risks in drinking water 
Currently it is impossible to identify the exact source of most mycobacterial infections. It has been 
postulated that inhalation of aerosols or ingestion of water containing MAC organisms could be prime 
route of infection. However, this evidence is not definitive and there is no unequivocal evidence 
concerning the risks from drinking water. 
 
What's new 
The WHO published a book entitled “Pathogenic Mycobacteria in Water” in 2004. This book covers the 
biology, ecology, disease, epidemiology and control of MAC infections (Pedley et al, 2004). It identifies 
four outbreaks of MAC, none of which are related to drinking water. 
 
Date revised 
May 2007 
 
Briefing note 
M. avium is a bacterium that can cause serious disease in humans. The organism is responsible for a 
range of illnesses in humans, from lymph node inflammation in children, to tuberculosis-like symptoms 
in adults and serious disseminated disease in the immunocompromised.  M. avium infection can affect 
20-40% of advanced AIDS patients. 
 
Infection by M. avium is thought to occur by the inhalation of aerosols or the ingestion of organisms, 
rather than from person to person.  M. avium can be isolated throughout the environment but reports 
are indicate that water as one of the main sources of infection. Infections and outbreaks have occurred 
with contaminated spa pools  M. avium organisms show resistance to chlorination, the number of 
organisms found in any one distribution system will reflect differences in the pre-treatment steps used 
to process environmental samples, in isolation media or in water quality. 
 
M. avium will not be detected by the standard procedures used in water microbiology laboratories for 
routine contamination testing.  Methods for the detection of M. avium need to be sensitive since the 
numbers may be low, and specific to allow for the long incubation time.  M. avium are identified by 
culture characteristics and drug sensitivity patterns. 
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What is Mycobacterium avium complex? 
Mycobacterium avium is an opportunistic bacterial human pathogen, which can cause tuberculosis-like 
symptoms, and can develop into disseminated disease in the immunocompromised patient? 
 
Can it be transmitted by water? 
MAC organisms have frequently been isolated from mains water and water systems in buildings. It is 
capable of tolerating relatively high levels of disinfection and can survive for long periods in distribution 
systems. It must therefore be concluded that water has the potential to transmit this organism. 
 
Where does it come from? 
Strains of M avium complex have frequently been isolated from marine waters, rivers, streams, ponds 
and springs though there is some evidence to suggest that soil rather than water is the primary 
source. 
 
Is it removed by treatment? 
Water treatment has some effect, but frequent isolation from distribution systems suggests removal is 
not complete. 
 
Does it survive in the distribution system? 
Yes MAC organisms have been shown to tolerate the residual chlorine concentrations found in 
distribution systems and to survive for protracted periods in this environment 
 
Is the water fit to drink? 
Yes, unless you are severely immunocompromised in which case all water should be boiled before 
being used for consumption, food preparation e.g. washing of vegetables, ice making and cleaning 
teeth. 
 
Why boil the water, What do you mean boil? 
Boiling will kill any bacteria that are present in the water and prevent you from becoming ill.  You 
should ensure that the water comes to the boil to ensure that all the bacteria are killed.  Cover the 
water and allow it to cool before use. 
 
Is bottled water OK? 
Again bottled water is OK to drink unless you are severely immunocompromised, in which case you 
should boil the water as described above. 
 
Is the water safe for pets and livestock? 
Yes, cats and dogs appear to be resistant to the disease, M. avium can cause tuberculosis in most 
types of bird although how susceptible a bird is will vary from species to species.  Tuberculosis is rare 
in sheep, goats and horses, can affect cattle, and is more frequent in pigs. 
 
Can the water be used for washing? 
Clothes can be laundered as usual.  Baths and showers can be used, immunocompromised people 
should avoid showering as infection has been linked to the use of institutional showers, such as those 
found in hospitals. 
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Irrigation 
The water is suitable for irrigation. 


	Bibliography
	Irrigation



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize false

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness false

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages false

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages false

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages false

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV <>

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks true

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /BleedOffset [

        14.173230

        14.173230

        14.173230

        14.173230

      ]

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MarksOffset 6

      /MarksWeight 0.250000

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA

      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

    <<

      /AllowImageBreaks true

      /AllowTableBreaks true

      /ExpandPage false

      /HonorBaseURL true

      /HonorRolloverEffect false

      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false

      /IncludeHeaderFooter false

      /MarginOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetadataAuthor ()

      /MetadataKeywords ()

      /MetadataSubject ()

      /MetadataTitle ()

      /MetricPageSize [

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetricUnit /inch

      /MobileCompatible 0

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (GoLive)

        (8.0)

      ]

      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false

      /PageOrientation /Portrait

      /RemoveBackground false

      /ShrinkContent true

      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors

      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false

      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]

>> setpagedevice



