[image: ]






[image: ]
Proposed new bathing sites
Template email to DEFRA

If you would like to add your voice in support of the sites currently under consideration for bathing water status before the consultation closes on Monday 23 March, you can email bathingwater@defra.gov.uk.

Please see the template wording below that you can copy and paste.

Email wording:

We/I am writing in support of all of the proposed new 13 bathing sites.

In recent years there has been a remarkable rise in open water swimming across the UK. In 2016-17, around 266,000 adults swam regularly in lakes, rivers or the sea; by 2023-24, this number had more than doubled to 543,000.
 
Overall, over 4 million adults take part in open water swimming annually, reflecting its growing appeal for physical fitness, mental wellbeing and connection with nature.
The public should have easy access to clean, safe places to swim, and these designations would bring meaningful benefits to local communities, through supporting community wellbeing and boosting the local economy by encouraging increased tourism and visitor spending.
 
There is clear demand for more accessible natural bathing locations with growing numbers of outdoor swimmers and recreational water users, and granting official status would help recognise and support this.
 
Importantly, bathing site designation strengthens environmental monitoring and accountability, which in turn can help to protect surrounding nature and wildlife, while driving improvements in water quality to reduce public health risks.
 
These sites would also offer significant physical and mental health benefits, providing more opportunities for people to spend time outdoors, exercise, and connect with natural blue spaces. For all these reasons, I strongly support the proposal for these new bathing sites.
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